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Born in 1927 in Winterthur, Switzerland

1941-44
Apprenticeship as a waiter

1944-46
Training as a painter

1946-48
Steward on a passenger liner 

1948
Emigration to the US

1950
Army Training with the US Air Force

1951
Conversion in Philadelphia 11.10.51

1952-55
Studies Theology in Philadelphia and Lima NY

1955
Ordination

1955
Evangelism in US and Canada

1956
Returns to Switzerland, teacher at a Bible School in Chateau d'Oex

1957
Church planting in Southern Germany

1957
Marriage with Heidi Tanner 12.10.57

1957-67
Evangelism throughout Europe with painting,


Ministry to children and youth

1967-71
Annual outreaches into Africa, mostly on foot

1971
Training for a helicopter pilot licence

1972
First ever helicopter crossing of the Sahara dessert,


aerial research over Cameroon

1974
Founded “Helimission”

1974-2001
Expanding Helimission across the different continents,


14 tribes receive the Gospel

2000
Honorary doctorate by Theological University of Kathmandu

2001
Hands over Helimission to his son, Simon Tanner

2004
Lecturer at the Free Theological Seminary in Basel
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