Professor Koos van Rooy
Born in Ventersburg in the Free State, married Regina Kruger whom he knew from her childhood.  Wanted to be a missionary from his school days, and if he lives a hundred times, he would still want to be that, particularly a Bible translator.
Entered the missionary ministry in Venda in 1957, was project coordinator of the translation team of the new Venda Bible from 1974 to 1998, when it was published (but the new isiZulu Bible should be completed in five years instead of 24).
Doctoral degree about language and culture in the existing Venda Bible (1971: Missiology).
Was called to be professor of Hebrew and Old Testament at the seminary of the Reformed Churches (1975).  Later also taught Greek and Missiology.
Doctoral degree about “YAHVEH AND MODIMO: The relationship between God and man in the Old Testament seen in the context of African concepts of God.” (1995: Old Testament)
Learned to speak some isiZulu while staying with the Dube, Sibisi and Mabaso families for ten weeks in 1981.
Has since his retirement in 1998 been involved in eighteen Bible translation projects in Ethiopia, Mozambique and The Republic of the Congo.
Since 2009 the coordinator of the translation team of the new isiZulu Bible.  They have completed about 35 % of the Bible in eighteen months.
Received an honorary doctoral degree from Northwest University in May 2010.
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