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Sunday morning  6 July 2008

Rev Erlo Stegen

Let the Fire do His work.

SCRIPTURE READING:  Matth 3:11-12

This portion contains so much but I will only speak on part of it.

POINT 1:  The Holy Spirit and fire

V.11.  John the Baptist said that he only baptized them with water unto repentance, but One was coming after him Whose sandals he was not worthy to carry.

In Matthew 11 Jesus said that there is no one born of women greater than John the Baptist.  And John said that there is One coming after him Who is greater than him.  So John, even though so great, says that Jesus is so much greater  -  he is not even worthy of carrying His sandals.  Why is He so much greater?  "I baptize you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire."  Because of that reason He is far greater than John the Baptist.  Jesus doesn't just baptize with water, but with His Holy Spirit and fire.

There is a great difference between water and fire.  You can put a stone into the Tugela River and let it lie there for 10,000 years, and the inside will still be bone-dry.  But put it into the fire, and after a short while the fire has gone right through.  The stone is redhot right to the chore and if you break it, you will see it is red right through.  That heat doesn't just stay outside like paint, but goes right through to the other side.  The whole thing becomes red.

Fire also does the following:  You can put different types of wood inside a fire  –  brown, white, black, green, dry wood, coals, even rusted nails, and after a short while everything will be red.  One can't see that this was brown, that was black, this was steel, that wood  -  everything becomes one thing.  One can't differentiate between them.

Example:
In 1952 I was in Pretoria.  We were visited by the man of God, Dr Edwin Orr.  He spoke and then called an NG (Dutch Reformed) and a Baptist minister to the front and asked them, "If you baptize people, who of you uses more water?"  The people laughed and I, being still young, wondered whether he had wisdom to ask such a question.  It didn't sound very tactful.  Then he said, "Brothers, I know that the Baptists immerse and the NG's sprinkle, but what is sad, is that in both cases the tongue remains dry.  It would have been better if the tongue could also be baptized", he said.

That is the baptism in water  -  some things enter, others not.  But if Jesus baptizes us in fire, the fire enters everything from the top of the head right to the soles of your feet  -  no member is untouched.

When Jesus was baptized in the Jordan, the Holy Spirit came upon Him in the resemblance of a dove.  But on the day of Pentecost He came down like a fire.  Jesus didn't need the fire because He was holy through and through, there was no unclean, evil thing in His life, but we need the fire.  We need the Holy Spirit and the fire.

POINT 2:  Prerequisite for preaching

If I ask you whether you have been baptized, you will be able to say whether you have been baptized or not.  (Except if you are like the man who stood before the judge.  The judge asked him when he was born and he said, "Sir, I am very sorry, I was very small then  –  I don't know".)  Whether you were small and only heard about it later, I don't think I have ever met someone who doesn't know whether he had been baptized.  But do you know whether you have received the baptism of Jesus, of fire and the Holy Spirit?  If you don't know, you are like a person who says he doesn't know whether he is married or not.  What would you say of such a person?  No one who has been baptized in the Holy Spirit and fire, will ever say, "I don't know" if you asked him whether he has received it or not.  One can forget your day of repentance, but not that day.

Before Jesus ascended to heaven, He got His disciples together and told them to stay in Jerusalem until they have received the Holy Spirit, so that they could receive the promise which they had been promised.  Jesus didn't want His disciples to go out and preach without having received that baptism.

We cannot go and preach if we haven't met up with that baptism.  He said, "If you receive it, you will receive power".

POINT 3:  When the Holy Spirit comes

Example:
I remember in 1966 at Maphumulo.  We always had a prayer meeting in the shop in the evening, because we weren't allowed to hold any services.  So we met together in secret in the shop.  I can go and show you the exact spot where we knelt and prayed.  We weren't many, just a circle of people.  We called to God, "God, John the Baptist said that You are greater than all people because You baptize with fire and the Holy Spirit.  Please, God, let that fire also burn in us, that we will also have that fire of the Holy Spirit!"  We didn't just pray but were crying to God, "God, we don't know exactly what it is like, but we pray that You grant us that!"

While still praying, I heard one person crying and crying, "Woe to me!  Woe to me!  My eyes are burning as if they are in the fire!  O Lord, I read books which I shouldn't have, I looked at pictures that I shouldn't have.  O Lord, it is as if my eyes are burning in the fire."

Another one cried, "O God, my tongue!  My tongue!  It is burning in the fire!"  We didn't see the fire, but the person felt that fire burning.  "I am burning!  I am in the fire!"  It was really as if the person was in the fire.  "I gossiped!  I used to talk things which I shouldn't have!"

I thought of the prophet Isaiah who saw God in the temple and the seraphs cried out, "Holy!  Holy!  Holy!"  Isaiah said, "Woe to me!  I am a man of unclean lips".  God touched him there where he was unclean.  "I live among a people of unclean lips."  (Isaiah 6:1-5)

Psalm 24  -  "Who will ascend the hill of the Lord and who will stand in His holy place?  He whose hands are clean and whose heart is pure …, he will receive the blessing from the Lord."

What are our lips like?  If you speak things that don't exist, you are telling a lie.  The Bible says the devil is the father of lies and of liars.  That is a hard word:  God says your father is the devil if you tell lies.  Who will then go into heaven?  Where is a Christian who doesn't lie?

This man cried, "My lips are burning!"  Do you know the baptism of fire?  Maybe your life is as it is because of not experiencing that.

Another one cried out and I saw him taking off his shoes and throwing them right across the shop, to the other end of the shop.  He was trying to put out the fire on his feet.  I looked but could see no fire  -  but he felt it because "I was going ways which I child of the Lord shouldn't go.  I went to places where no Christian should go!"

The second shoe flew to another corner of the shop, and the man was still trying to put out the fire on his feet.  "My feet are burning!"

I could mention other things, but time doesn't allow.

Example:

On another day we were at Magoso.  Many people came to the service and so the furniture was removed and the people sat down on the floor.  We prayed, "O God, come down!  Let Your fire burn in our midst!  Lord, fulfill Your promise here at Helpmekaar!"

Then I saw a woman jumping up and down on the cement floor, as if she was sitting on a redhot plate, sweating and crying.  Then she asked, "Pastor, can I go outside?"  I asked why and she said, "I am burning!"  I gave permission and she went out, straight to her house and made things right with her husband, "Please forgive me  -  I haven't been the wife that I should have been.  My children, forgive me, I wasn't an upright mother in the Lord.  I didn't stand for the truth.  If the neighbour would come, I would say, 'O there she is again, wanting to ask sugar.  She doesn't buy for herself but comes to us.'  My children, forgive me!  I gossiped and used the names of people."  She went to the neighbours and made right with them.

She went to her employer and said that she hadn't been faithful in her work  -  she was lazy and stole things from him.

We were still in that building, praying.  She returned and said with great relief, "I thank You, God, that I could put right those things!"

Mal 3:1-3

People say they want revival and that God will come down and His fire  will burn.  Do you see what it is like when God comes and His fire burns?

V.1.  "You desire His coming", but

V.2.  "Who can endure the day of His coming?"
V.3.  "He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; He will purify the Levites", removing all the dross, so that afterwards that gold will be like a mirror where you can see yourself.

He is the Holy Spirit  -  God is a consuming fire, says the Bible.  If He is in you, He will burn away all dross and rubbish.

3.  He will take the Levites, the ministers, the preachers, and put them into the fire, because there are things which shouldn't be there and need to be removed.

POINT 4:  The gifts of the Holy Spirit
When we speak about the gifts of the Holy Spirit, I always say people should pray for 2 gifts:  the first being wisdom, the second discernment.  Without wisdom you will go the wrong way before the sun sets, and without discernment the devil will come and you will say, "This is Jehovah Sebaoth!"

Example:
When God was working like that, a woman came and said, "Pastor, I couldn't sleep tonight  –  it was as if I was burning!"  I said, "That is not the Holy Spirit".  Why did I have the courage to say that?  That person was in a fire but it was not a heavenly fire but a hellish fire.  When the Holy Spirit comes, He convicts people of their sins, but she didn't come with one sin.  She was a gossiper and there were many things she had done of which she didn't repent.

When the Holy Spirit comes, He convicts of sin, righteousness and judgement.  Then you know it is the Holy Spirit.  This (of which this woman spoke) is another kind of fire.  If That Fire which Jesus promised comes, it burns the evil, dross and sin, and people confess their sins.

I want you to understand me well:  The Holy Spirit hasn't closed His office.  He is still working today, and in the way He wants to.  No person can tell Him how He should work.  We can't prescribe to Him what He should and what He shouldn't do.  He works as He wants to.

Example:
A young girl came to us with an arm that was shrivelled up and she couldn't straighten it out.  She asked for prayer.  She said, "I was filled with the Holy Spirit and speak in tongues", and she burst forth in tongues.  (When a person speaks in tongues, we have to discern whether it is from God or not, because the Word says that we must discern  –  "test and prove all things".  If we don't obey God's Word, we will be misled.)

We spoke to her and then prayed for her.  As she was prayed for, her arm went straight there and then.  The evil spirits were driven out of her, and when they went out, they said, "We didn't know that you will notice and see us!  We thought that we would come and bring the Revival to an end through tongues!"

I didn't say that.  It was the spirits that spoke.  We prayed, "God, give us discernment at all times".

God created the gift of discernment.  But I have to give you a warning there as well:  Woe to you if you call something which is white, black; or you call a black thing white.  I don't know how you will stand before God.

Things are taken lightly.  That is why things are as they are in the world and in the church.

Take the Bible and examine it.  Read it, kneel and pray that God will give you discernment, not that you open your mouth but like a fool.  Pray, "Lord, remove everything in my life which isn't good.  I heard the words of John the Baptist, and that what You said to Your disciples.  Let that also happen in my life."

Let all harshness come to an end.  Be meek, as Moses was the meekest man on earth.  Jesus said, "What you have done to the least, you have done unto Me".  That is how He will judge.  Let us walk carefully, and that the Holy Spirit can lead us into all the truth.  And that the fire of God fills us, our eyes, tongue, hands, our speaking and everything of us, that we will be people of God and our works will be His.

John said, "A great One is coming after me!"  Who is that Great One?  Jesus.  We use His Name lightly and say that He saved us.  But woe to you if your "Jesus" is not this One Who baptizes with fire.

What will it be like in our churches and in the world if we, the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, would experience this fire!
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