KWASIZABANTU NEWSLETTER
By Rev. Erlo Stegen
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

April 2003

Dear Friends in Christ

Our last newsletter was sent out at Christmas time, and already so much has happened since then that we had difficulty in deciding what to include in this newsletter and what to leave out. We thank the Lord for His continued working and would like to share some of it with you.

Weekend Camp at Pelindaba
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An all girls camp was arranged at our mission branch at Pelindaba (near Pretoria) for the weekend of 14 to 16 March. Provision was made for about 30 girls, but about 85 girls attended. These girls were from a neigbouring town and were not all Christians. A team of co-workers from the mission went to take the services. The response was overwhelming. Because there were no boys to impress or to distract the girls, they listened intently. During a question service, the questions were open and deep, showing their deep need. Some admitted that they had multiple sex partners, were taking drugs, getting drunk and yet considered themselves Christians. Many asked for help and prayer to be set free from the bondage of sin.

Mozambique Outreach

On 27 January a team of 8 left from here for a 2 week outreach in Mozambique.  A summary of their report:
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Many gave their lives to the Lord and brought their evil deeds to the light. Many would arrive during the course of a service, so that we ended many services with a thousand or more. We also held separate meetings for preachers, to teach them the standard God expects from them.

God kept us from harm that could easily have befallen us and we experienced His mercy and guidance all the way. We saw a great hunger for the Word of God. Many preachers saw their spiritual poverty after some of the meetings and openly confessed the division and sins that are in the church and in their own personal lives. They request prayer.

Everywhere we were welcomed with great hospitality. From the little that they have they give abundantly.

Rural Farmworkers Gripped by Gospel – Petrus Steyn and surrounding area

From 14 to 17 January a team of 11 KwaSizabantu missionaries (including some from our branch in Smithfield) experienced abundant blessing on their ministry in the Petrus Steyn area in the Free State. Farmworkers were gripped by the message. The team also ministered in schools.
30 services were arranged for the 4 days and the team addressed approx 3,800 people on farms, schools, clinics, a hospital and an old age home, covering about a 400 km radius. 
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The choir from Smithfield was a mighty instrument in the Lord's Hands. It was as if people just melted when the choir sang and then they received the Word with joy.

At the old age home an old man refused to attend the service when he was invited; he said that he had sold his soul to the devil and didn't care if he went to hell. However, once the service started he wheeled himself in on his wheelchair and listened attentively to the sermon. Afterwards he was thankful and said that he had never heard the truth like that. The general attitude of the people in the old age home is that they are rejected and just waiting to die. They were grateful for the message of hope that was brought to them.
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The hunger for the truth was clearly seen and the realisation that what people need is Jesus the Saviour who came to save His people from their sins.

Funeral of Nomusa Mkhwanazi
On Sunday 16 February 2003 we held the funeral of Nomusa Mkhwanazi who had been a co-worker at KwaSizabantu for 28 years.  She had also been a member of the KwaSizabantu Choir.  The theme I preached on was "The Son of God with His children in the furnace",  from Daniel 3:24 & 25.
Only the three Jews out of the whole province of Babylon stood for God in the face of death and were thrown into the fiery furnace. The Son of God appeared in the flames with the three young men and was visible even to king Nebuchadnezzar.
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While Nomusa was in hospital and her sickness caused her much pain, she experienced Jesus at her side, and she also mentioned it to some who were present at the time. We must not flee suffering at all costs, for God uses it sometimes to reveal Himself to us.

Nomusa chose God's way since her youth and served Him all her life. She was only 15 years old when she came to the mission, and became a fulltime co-worker at 17. Many hearts were touched by her and other young girls offering their whole life to God from their youth. Her whole life revealed a close walk with her Saviour.

13th KwaSizabantu Ministers’ Conference
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The 13th KwaSizabantu Ministers’ Conference hosted here at the Mission from 3 to 6 March was a resounding success.  About 1,200 ministers attended and the theme was “THEREFORE, GO FORTH”, based on Matth 28:18-19.  We had a number of local and international speakers addressing the audience.  I preached twice on the subject of “going forth”:  Jesus said that we must go forth, because "all power is given unto Me in heaven and on earth".

You can go to our website to read the full details or listen to the sermons. But briefly some of the highlights included:

· On Tuesday, 4 March 2003, Prof Flip Buys, Principal of Mukhanyo Theological College, spoke on "Missions in the fear of God". Why are evangelical missions so weak in our days? It is because of a lack of true Biblical spirituality, as the Bible says, "The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom" (Prov 1:7). [His complete sermon notes are available on our website at the Ministers’ Conference logo.]

· On Wednesday, 5 March 2003, Rev Joseph Chauke gave an urgent call to preachers to "Rescue the perishing" (from Prov 24:10 – 12). God pleads with His people to realise the urgency of the matter and to act.

· On Tuesday evening Rev Piotr Zaremba from Poland preached from Luke 2:41 – 50 - “I must be about my Father’s business”:
1) Whose business are we about? And is Jesus with us? We need to set aside time for prayer, and that not only to talk to Him but also to listen to Him.

2) Where do we delight to spend our time when alone? Jesus' desire was to be in God's house and work. Let us serve the Lord willingly and freely.

3) Do we do God's work in complete freedom and love or out of compulsion? We do not pay God any service by doing His work. It is the greatest privilege God has given us to be fellow labourers in His vineyard.
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There were also various briefs where other organisations discussed the topics of Aids, Child Care Act, Education, Prostitution, and "Lustlife" (Lovelife), and afterwards a panel discussion on different subjects took place.

The next Ministers’ Conference at KwaSizabantu Mission is planned for 7 to 9 March 2005, Lord willing. The next KwaSizabantu Ministers’ Conference in Europe has been arranged for 3 to 6 May 2004 in Switzerland. For those interested, please e-mail to Christoph Morger at info@kwasizabantu.ch 
    Mission College Choir

Youth Conference Malelane  -  24 - 30 March 2003

A Youth Conference was arranged for the week of 24 to 30 March, for the young people in the Malelane area at our new branch in the area.  About 50 co-workers, including myself and my brother Heino, formed the team that assisted in the meetings.
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With Chief Shongwe of that area
The attendance was very good, varying between 1,500 and 2,000 plus, so that there was a need for extra (homemade) benches to be fetched. The Lord has been working powerfully in convicting and bringing the lost to repentance.


         Food preparation
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A wonderful testimony developed: The local police station-commander asked for assistance with three young boys who had been forced by their uncles to housebreak for them. They were emaciated and underfed (apparently, to make it easier to slip into windows) and could not escape from the brutal treatment of their relatives who forced them to steal. The police recently arrested the boys and their uncles and requested a KwaSizabantu co-worker to help look after the 3 boys. During the Conference they made a commitment to the Lord and expressed the wish to turn from their ways, asking for help from the counsellors. Please pray for them that the Lord will show them grace.
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Service in the tent

New Mission Property in KwaZulu-Natal

Additional building is taking place at the new mission property which is about 25 km from the town of Weenen. A building for meetings has been erected (at the end of 2002) and, ablution facilities added during February. The seating arrangements are simple and practical. Services are held every Sunday. There are many rural Zulus in the area and many have expressed their thankfulness that KwaSizabantu has set up a centre to bring the Word of God.
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                    Inside hall

    Children

There are many children in the area Their spiritual poverty is awful. Please pray for this area.

Family Conference at Smithfield  

Over the weekend of 21 - 23 March a family conference was held at our branch in Smithfield, in the southern Free State. There were between 400 and 500 people in attendance, many coming from Lesotho and from neighbouring towns and cities. Many challenges were given, all pointing to having a personal relationship with God. A play was also performed by the young people from Smithfield.

CD Rom of Year's Sermons now available
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The KSB 2002 CD is now ready in RealAudio (a special MP3 version is to come) and contains the following: A year's sermons in RealAudio, songs in RealAudio, a number of random photos, excerpts from Händel's Messiah performed at KwaSizabantu on 8 December 2002, the book by Erlo Stegen (“Revival among the Zulus”) and more ... 

For more information phone us at (032) 481-5500 and ask for Andries or e-mail to: mail@ksb.org.za and include "ORDER CD RM" in your subject line.

Visit by Korean Christians

Over the weekend of 10-12 January we had the joy of a visit by brethren from the East, mainly from Korea. During the Sunday service they presented a Korean flag to us.
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We can only say with the psalmist:

“Oh, give thanks to the Lord! Call upon Hs Name, make known His deeds among peoples. Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; talk of His wondrous works".

(Psalm 105:1)

We appreciate your continued prayers for the Lord’s work.

In His love,

Erlo Stegen
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