





About 21 000 members of the National Union of Metalworkers of SA (Numsa) will go on strike at car manufacturing companies today. This follows the union's decision not to meet members of the Automobile Manufacturers Employers Association (AMEO) yesterday. The two parties were scheduled to meet in a last bid to avert the strike.  Dumisa Ntuli, a Numsa spokesperson, says the union would be in a position to hold talks with the employers "once they assure us they will put something substantial on the table. We have decided not to have a meeting with the employers after realising that they will not provide any solution to the problem."  Numsa shop stewards met yesterday to make prepare for the mass action planned to start at around 10:00 am. The union wants a 12% wage increase across the board and a two-year wage agreement. The employers are offering an 8% wage increase. The strike will continue for an indefinite period. - Sapa 





Twenty-one-year-old Kevin Ethan Pezarro will know his fate today when the Johannesburg High Court hands down judgment in his trial for the murders of his parents and their domestic helper. Pezarro, of Douglasdale, Randburg, was charged with the murders of his parents, Edward and Stella, and domestic helper Kedisaletsa Annah Tumiso last year.  He has pleaded not guilty to the murders, but has also not testified in his own defence. Judge Surietta Snyders on Thursday admitted into evidence a confession given to police by Pezarro hours after the murders. The confession, in the form of abbreviated notes made by Superintendent Alan Alford of the Durban Murder and Robbery Unit, was on Wednesday the subject of a trial-within-a-trial on its admissibility into evidence in the murder trial.  Pezarro was arrested in Durban on June 22 last year, the morning after the murders took place, and told Alford he had killed his father, mother, domestic helper and the family dog the night before. His lawyer, Greg Fourie, had earlier argued that the confession had been given while his client was not in a sane and sober state of mind, but Snyders allowed the contents of the confession into evidence for the murder trial. - Sapa �


Lennit Max, the Western Cape provincial commissioner, will today visit a woman who was the victim of an alleged racist attack in George. Two men wearing balaclavas waylaid Wanda Stoffberg at the gate of her smallholding outside the town last Monday.   They attacked her from behind, hitting, kicking and throttling her. One of the attackers, who Stoffberg saw from his hands was a white man, carved a "K" into her left breast.  He told her: "This is a message from our boss," and then said that "kaffirboeties" were not permitted to stay in George.  Max will first meet with George area commissioner to get an up date on the status of the investigation on Stoffberg's case. - Sapa National Immunisation Awareness Week begins today and a variety of activities have been designed to inform the public about the success and benefits of the early childhood vaccination programme for controlling vaccine preventable diseases. The health department says the week is an integral part of the Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI) in South Africa.  "Immunisation has been demonstrated in research trials and efficacy measurements to be one of the most effective public health interventions available. It is considered to be the cornerstone of public health care," the department says. "Immunisations currently save three million lives per year world wide, and remains one of the most cost effective health interventions. South Africa currently spends more than R80 million a year vaccinating children countrywide."   National Immunisation Awareness Week follows a recent strategic EPI workshop, which also formed part of the initiative sponsored by Aventis Pasteur. This workshop identified some of the critical issues to the continual improvement of EPI (SA) which were presented in an EPI action plan.   The department says South Africa has already adopted global strategies for polio eradication and measles elimination. - Sapa 


Burial firm accused of fraud 


King William's Town - Fraud cases have been opened against Durban-based Boreca Burials Scheme after it failed to bury at least three bodies in King William's Town, police said on Sunday. 


The scheme had in July closed its operations in the Eastern Cape. 


Captain Thozama Solani said three counts of fraud had been open although the police believed there were hundreds of victims of the scheme. 


Boreca Burial Scheme marketing manager Hopewell Ntuli said embezzlement of funds by staff had led to the closure of the Eastern Cape office. 


Ntuli said employees were now forwarding client's premiums to the head-office. 


"We are aware of the problems and the money we are owing, but we will sort it out," Ntuli said. He said the offices would be re-opened soon and new people employed. 


Boreca Burial Scheme's former regional manager Lungile Momoza, who resigned in July 16 after allegedly not being paid for three months, said since March the scheme had failed to bury 12 bodies. 


"There were eight in March, two in June and one in July, all only in the King William's Town area," Momoza said. 


Body kept in parlour because of 'arrears' 


The body of Noma-Indai Goje, 89, who died last Tuesday is being kept in a local funeral parlour after Boreca said she was in arrears on a policy. 


The deceased's granddaughter Nongetheni Mlenze said Goje, who joined the scheme in June last year, was up to-date with her premiums. She was supposed to have been buried last weekend. 


This was confirmed by Momoza. 


He said the offices of Boreca were closed last month on instruction from head office. However, clients were still to pay, and their deposit slips faxed to Durban. 


"Almost all our clients are eligible and are pensioners," he said. 


Momoza said Boreca was established here last year and had about 2 060 clients. 


Ngoma Funeral Parlour general manager Sam Badi in Whittleseas said the scheme has owed them R15 000 since December. 


A group of more than 100 pensioners flocked to the offices of the South African Civics Organisation (Sanco) on Wednesday, seeking advice after Boreca was closed. 


Sanco sub-regional secretary Vuyo Nkonzo, as well as Captain Solani and Ngoma Funeral Parlour owner Vuyile Ngoma, appealed to people to be more cautious.


�Durban ready to roll


Durban v Durban city¦s arrangements are on track to roll out the red carpet at the end of the month for at least 35 heads of state and some 12 000 delegates attending the United Nations racism conference. 


An entire street block in the centre of the city, where the conference venue is situated, will belong the UN for the duration of the conference, Ginny Eslick of the International Conference Centre (ICC) said at a logistics organisation briefing. 


South African Airways (SAA) are working on plans to make flights available to Durban from Cape Town and Johannesburg. Many of the delegates are set to arrive either in Cape Town or Johannesburg, where tourism and protocol officers will be on duty at airports to assist them. 


Durban airport will be ready to receive delegates from August 19, although the first of three conferences is only set to start a week later, Eslick said. 


Large numbers of Jumbo jets carrying hundreds of heads of state and delegates will land according to a strict schedule and take off again within three quarters of an hour to an hour after arrival. 


Flags of 194 countries will be flying outside the airport building. "Fortunately they will be floodlit and airport personnel would not be required to strike the flags when the sun sets as demanded by protocol," Eslick said. 


"Red carpets will literally pave the way wherever leaders of state go," she added. 


Durbanites can start preparing for huge traffic jams during peak hours in the mornings and evenings during the UN conference from August 31 - September 7, when delegates are transported by bus from their accommodation to the conference and cavalcades of dignitaries start arriving shortly afterwards. Streets will be closed to normal traffic. 


The South African Foreign Affairs Ministry is to allocate accommodation to delegates in an area ranging from the Wild Coast to Richard¦s Bay.�


Guide saves the day


Oudtshoorn v An experienced Cango Caves guide has saved crew members of the television environment programme 50/50 from drowning in a flooded cave tunnel. 


The guide, Steve Mouton (31), floated on his back - his nose against the tunnel ceiling for air - down the only exit to a near-inaccessible cave (Cango 3) in order to switch on a pump and drain the water. 


Mouton was leading the group out of the cave last Tuesday afternoon when he realised water levels were much higher in the tunnel than when they had entered in the morning. 


Mouton said the passageway is about 180m long. "About 40m from the end, I realised the water level was getting uncomfortably high. I floated the final few metres on my back with my nose pressed to the ceiling for air." 


He switched on the pump and the last television crew member emerged from the cave about 10 minutes after him. 


It appears that a worker, who had been instructed to switch on the pump at 4pm and remain at his station until the group had passed through the tunnel safely, never arrived for work. He was only located on Friday, and has since been dismissed. 


Oudtshoorn town clerk Jan Smit said only scientists are generally allowed access to Cango 2 and 3 for research purposes. A total of only about 40 people have ever seen this part of the caves since it was discovered in the 1970s. 


"We made an exception for the 50/50 team since we believed filming this part of the caves would alert South Africans to this unique natural wonder. We placed the team under Mouton¦s guidance, since he is one of our most experienced guides. He has been working at the caves for more that ten years and has been to Cango 2 and 3 more than 40 times." 


Gates are currently being erected in front of Cango 2 and 3.�





vSA man free after Zim farm invasion drama�South African Graham Coleman, held captive for two days by militants on his brother's farm in Zimbabwe, has been allowed to leave the property. ��South African foreign affairs official Ronnie Mamoepa confirmed that Coleman, who was on holiday in Zimbabwe, had left the farm, about 100km east of the capital, Harare, on Sunday afternoon. ��The militants invaded the farm, leased by Coleman's brother Eric, on Friday. ��Mamoepa said the South African High Commission in Zimbabwe had contacted the militants and police to ensure that no one was harmed. ��A Democratic Alliance official said Coleman had sent a message to its leader, Tony Leon, as he had apparently been unhappy with the efforts of the High Commission. - Sapa 





Police recruits suspended for 'lying'�


Fifteen municipal police service trainees have been suspended after background checks revealed that they may have lied about their criminal records, educational qualifications and driver's licences. ��A further 19 recruits are also under investigation and the results of their background checks are expected shortly. ��The suspended students will appear before a disciplinary committee of the Cape Town unicity on Tuesday, where their fate will be decided. ��Among the criteria for being recruited as a municipal police officer are: ��a matric certificate �a driver's licence �no criminal record �psychometric testing �undergoing polygraph (lie detector) tests. ��Details of the suspensions have come to light at a time when the unicity is considering salary packages for municipal police officials which will see them earn roughly double the salaries of their police service counterparts of the same rank. ��According to a business plan, which is to be discussed by the unicity's safety and security portfolio this week, a constable in the municipal police service could earn about R5 000 a month. The same rank in the police service pays between R2 500 and R3&bnsp;000. �


'These background checks are part of the procedures'Sergeants in the municipal police service could get R6 600 a month, while the chief of the municipal police service's package could be around R21 660. ��In a joint statement, community safety MEC Hennie Bester and Ian Nielson, the unicity executive member tasked with safety and security, said the students had been taken out of the training programme last week. ��Nielson said: "Fifteen municipal police students were suspended and withdrawn from training at the Philippi Training College late on Thursday. This follows a thorough investigation of the criminal records, educational qualifications and driver's licences of students." ��He said he was still awaiting the outcome of a further 19 enquiries into the backgrounds of the remaining recruits. ��"The course started with 422 students at the beginning of July and there are currently 387 students going on to the next phase of training. We expected a certain percentage of students to drop out of the municipal police training course and planned for this eventuality. ��"Once our traffic officers join the course later in the year we will be back on track to deploy our first full complement of municipal police officers in Cape Town by December," Nielson said. ��He said all those involved in the municipal police service initiative were "absolutely committed to provide this city with a corruption-free, competent and outcomes-driven municipal police service". ��"These background checks are part of the procedures set in place to ensure that we realise our goals in this regard. Students had more than ample opportunity during the selection processes and when signing their contracts to declare their status - and were in fact asked to do so under oath," Nielson added. ��Bester's spokesman Phillip Grobler said the 1998 Amendment Act to SAPS Act of 1995 made it clear that a person convicted of a criminal charge could not serve as a municipal police officer. ��"The act also sets matric as a minimum requirement for entry into the municipal police service. We are committed to maintain the entry requirements set out in the act and to train municipal police officers who are trustworthy and capable of helping make our province and this city safer for all its people," he added. 





Boesak may get job at Boland college�


Disgraced cleric Allan Boesak could be in line for a senior position at a private technical college in the Boland region of the Western Cape. ��An announcement is expected on Monday when Boesak is due to visit the Rekenaarskool Boland in Worcester to address students and the media on his future plans. ��Boesak was released on parole 11 weeks ago after serving a sentence for fraud. When he was paroled, provincial ANC leader Ebrahim Rasool praised him for his "immense skills, talent and vision". ��He said Boesak's skills would always be in demand. - Own correspondent 





Off-duty cop nabs robber with help from above�A wild chase through a quiet suburb ended when a police helicopter cornered an armed car thief in a garden and landed on a tennis court, enabling police to make an arrest. ��The confusing daylight saga began on Thursday afternoon when off-duty Reservist Sergeant Brent Kur was driving down Linksfield Road, in Linksfield, Johannesburg. He spotted a woman standing at the St Andrews Road intersection, screaming. ��"I immediately made a U-turn and parked next to a white Golf at the stop street. The woman said two men had tried to steal the car and pointed to them as they ran up the street. Both had guns," Kur, who was armed, then chased them. ��"The law says you may not shoot a suspect in the back if he is running away, so I couldn't shoot. I saw them scale a high wall into a private property and decided not to follow. I went back to the car and the woman had disappeared. So I called Emergency Services for help," Kur said. �


'Police were taking fingerprints and I just got the giggles'Back-up quickly arrived and a massive search was started. Word travelled fast and many people started coming home from work and opened up their properties to help the police. ��"The properties in the area are big, with high walls and security, so it was difficult to chase the guys," said Kur, explaining why a police helicopter joined the search. ��"They spotted one suspect about 12 houses away. But there were electric fences around, so the helicopter landed on the tennis court. The suspect was arrested and they found he had a 9mm pistol in his possession," Kur added. ��Yolande Goldman, owner of the 1993 white Golf around which the drama had begun, was completely bemused by the incident and said Kur and a colleague had been fantastic. ��"My car had broken down at the stop street. So I grabbed my baby and hitched a lift with the car behind me and went to fetch my kids from school," Goldman said. She then asked a friend to give her a lift back to her car, which had been loaded with groceries and other items. ��"The doors and the boot were standing open and I was told that someone had tried to break into it. Nothing was taken but the police were taking fingerprints and everything, and I just got the giggles. ��"When I saw the chopper I nearly had a heart attack. I have only praise for the police and I just can't believe they found a guy running around with a gun," she said. 





