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THEME:  REWARD OR REGRET?
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Rev Friedel Stegen

SCRIPTURE READING:  Matthew 16:27  -  "For the Son of man will come in His Father's glory with His angels, and then He will reward each person according to what he has done."

27.  The Lord Jesus is going to come again.  He will come in the glory of the Father.  What a wonderful Day that will be when we see the glory of heaven and the Lord Jesus descending from heaven to come to us, and how terrible it will be if then we don't receive a reward. All of us want to go to heaven and be rewarded, but there are certain conditions we have to meet if we want to go to heaven.  The Lord doesn't look at the outward appearance of man but at the heart. He sees deep down in the heart whether we mean what we say.  Does He see that we are truly earnest in following the Lord and to be obedient to Him?

Some Christians follow the Lord with all their heart and try their level best to bring their best, while others just run along. They do that what the world does. 

One can see from afar those who follow God with all their heart. They have a goal which says, "I want to get to heaven one day. I don't want to serve the devil or the things of this world.  I am concerned about one thing and that is that I receive that reward one day, that I can go to heaven."

May our prayer be, "God, speak to me, purify me, cleanse me and make me a better Christian."

Some people, when they hear God's Word speaking to them, answer:  "Yes, Lord, I surrender my life to You." But they soon forget their promises and follow their own desires and the pleasures of the world. May we not be of such a fickle kind.

The Bible says He will reward "according to our works".  So it is important that the way you live and talk and work will be blessed by God.  Let the mind of Jesus be in you, “Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God but made Himself of no reputation and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men. And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also highly exalted Him, and given Him a Name which is above every name.” (Phi 2:5-9).

We who follow Him, must go the same way.  How wonderful would it be if people would come to us who are in need of help and we could help them. May we only have that one desire:  "Lord Jesus, I want to be like You. That I won't have time for anything else on earth, but that I will receive a reward when You return."

When the Revival started down at Maphumulo in 1966 we had 4, 5 and 6 year old children who sought the Lord with all their heart. And God used these young children to bring old people to the Lord. Their reward was that God blessed them richly and they were a blessing to the whole community.

If you want to be successful as a Christian, do it with all your heart. Serve God with your whole being. Forget everything else and be busy with the things of the Lord.

