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In the Greek the word reward can be used in a good or a bad sense. The reward of going to heaven or hell.  So you are rewarded as a person is paid for work done.  So whatever you choose, it will bring you a reward  -  whether good or bad, mercy or wrath.

Hebr 11:24-29

24-25.  "Moses ... refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, rather choosing to be ill-treated with the children of God."

The story of Moses is amazing.  When the Israelites had increased in Egypt, Pharaoh said they had multiplied too much and so each boy that was born had to be killed.  Two midwives (Shiphrah and Puah) refused to do so because they feared God. So even in those days abortion was done.

When Moses was born, his parents saw the beauty and grace of God on him. By faith they hid him so that he would not be killed. Moses was a lovely, kind baby who had God in his life, where it was clear that God was with him. It is amazing that a little baby could show already whether God is in its life or not.

When the princess of Egypt found him in the river (where his parents had put him in a basket) she looked at the baby and saw how beautiful he was.  According to her father's edict, all the baby boys had to be killed and so she decided to adopt this one to be hers. The baby's little sister, who was watching nearby, ran to the princess and suggested that she would find someone who could nurse the child for her. She was a wise girl. So she ran to her mother and called her to the princess. By faith they overcame.  The Bible says that faith overcomes the world.

When Moses was big enough, he went to the king's palace as a prince. But when he had grown up, by faith, he knew that he didn't want to be called the son of the princess because he was a Jew, a descendant of Abraham, a child of the faith.  He refused all the delights and pleasures of Egypt that were laid out for him, even the nicest girls of Egypt which the princess chose for him.  He “chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season”. Moses saw the One Who is unseen. He knew that the pleasures of this world didn't weigh up with the heavenly inheritance.  

In Mark 9 we read of Moses (the leader of the law) and Elijah (the leader of the prophets) speaking to the Lord Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. It is amazing! When Moses refused the pleasures of sin in Egypt and chose to suffer affliction with the children of God he could never have dreamt that one day he would come down from heaven together with Elijah speaking to Jesus about His suffering and death!

We also see from this that there are different positions in heaven. During Jesus' ministry we read that there were the multitudes, the 70 disciples, the 12 apostles and then the 3 that were close to the Lord. We are not all the same size. Not even physically! Be faithful to the Lord and be in His will, and He will put you in that place which is His will for you.  Don't look for position and be greedy for what others do, being envious of them.

Moses wasn't foolish to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of Egypt but chose the reward, not knowing what he would get. God works above what we can think of or expect!

When the Kingdom of God came down in power on the Mount of Transfiguration, Moses was also there. Moses was well rewarded! He is in the Kingdom of God and God let him come down and speak the mysteries of the Kingdom of God. One is wise if you follow and choose God rather than the pleasures of this world. His was a decision of eternal reward.

Example:

Previously they had draw-bridges over the rivers which were lifted up so that the ships could pass underneath, and afterwards the draw-bridge would be let down again.

Trains would use the bridge as well and there was a person whose duty it was to guard the draw-bridge.  One day when a ship came, the captain of the ship called the man on duty and asked him to lift the bridge. But he replied that there was a train coming. However the captain insisted that he would have passed by the time the train arrives and so the man lifted the bridge. However while the ship was passing through, the train arrived at 60 miles per hour, filled with people. The train went into the bridge and fell into the river. The cries of the wounded and drowning people were terrible. As the guard saw it he cried out, “If only I had defied that ship captain!” He went mad and was taken to an asylum crying out day and night:  "If only I had not agreed! If only I had not done it."  The rest of his life he had that regret.

There are similar, even more grievous cries in hell today, “If only I had listened to God, if only I had not belittled Him, if only I had obeyed Him!” You will regret it for all eternity if you don’t obey Him now. You will always bewail your state in hell. You will be full of regret eternally for not coming to the Lord and confessing your sins.

Moses chose well. His was a choice of eternal reward. What will your reward be?

What do you choose? The fleeting pleasures of sin – and then experience regret? Or are you like Moses, choosing the heavenly reward?

